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Glass Art by Mari Noguchi
From Yokohama to the Future
Introducing “Vitro-Colored Promenade”

Three years from now, which was two years after the great earthquake of
North-East Japan, numbers of glass art were placed starting from the
escalator gate of PORTA in East gate of Yokohama Station to the entrance of
SOGO department store. I am Mari Noguchi, a Yokohama born artist who

created those art works.

5 years have passed by since that disastrous earthquake. Back in those
days the whole country was dark and silent, as if all the lights in the cities
and people’ s hearts have gone out. The rubbles blocked the routes for the
relief supplies to reach the victims of the earthquake and tsunami. Many of
us must have thought “Is there anything we could do to help them-:-?” every
time we saw the scenes on the news. I was unable to contain myself after [
found out that the artworks I had created for a confectionery company in
Ohfunato, Iwate 20 years ago were all washed away by the tsunami along
with their office building. But when I found out that the workers of the
confectionery company and the locals were rising up and fighting for a
recovery of the city, I strongly felt that the waves could swallow and destroy

the whole city, but they cannot wash away the spirits of the local people.

The city of Yokohama had also experienced the great earthquake in 1923
and an attack in World War 2. Irealized that in times like these, the love

which local people have for their home town helps a city to recover. This

moved me to create artworks which tell a story and the history of
Yokohama so that the people could feel attached to this city, and also
something beautiful that could light a fire in their hearts. Furthermore, I
wanted to make art pieces that could send out my cheers through the sea,
towards the North-East shore. Many of the members working on this
project agreed to this idea, so we all put our hearts together to complete

these glass arts.

I'once again wanted to share what I felt and what I hoped to show in my
art works, thus I have put them together in this portfolio. I have made
15,000 copies to be distributed for free. They are currently available in
various places in Yokohama. I hope you all have a chance to take a look.
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